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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will rq)lace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the application. 
Lfatlne pfglalmy; 

1* (Amended) Audio signal format comprising N components, each of said N 
components representing a direction* said N components being xmcorrelatod* 

2. (Previously Presented) The audio signal format according to claim 1, wherein the 
number of said N components is at least three (3), 

3. (Previously Presented) The audio signal format according to claim 1^, wherein the 
number of said N components is at least ten (10). 

4 (Previously Presented) The audio signal format according to claim 1» wherein the said 
directions are three-dimensional directions. 

5. (Previously Presented) The audio signal format according to claim 1, wherein said 
directions are angled in relation to a common reference plane and all of said directions to one 
side of the common reference plane have been placed with a substantially same angle in relation 
to the common reference plane. 

6. (Previously Presented) The audio signal format according to claim 1, wherein said 
directions are placed on both sides of a common reference plane» where said directions are 
angled in relation to the conunon reference plane and all of said directions to one side of the 
common reference plane have been placed with a substantially same angle in relation to the 
common reference plane. 

7. (Previously Presented) The audio signal fomaat according to claim 5, wherein an angle 
of the directions on the one side of the common reference plane and an angle of the directions on 
the other side of said common reference plane are substantially equal. 
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8. (Pircviously Presented) The audio signal foimat according to claim 1, wherein said 
directions are distributed among all directions. 

9. (Previously Presented) The audio signal forma* according to claim 1, wherein said 
directions are distributed with a larger proportion of directions in areas with a relatively high 
density of sound signals than in areas with a relatively low proportion of sound signals. 

10. (Previously Presented) The audio signal format according to claim 1» wherein said 
directions are distributed with a larger proportion of directions in areas in which human 
perception of sound signals is relatively sharp. 

1 1 . (Currentiy Amended) A mtiihod of representing an audio aignal5 wherein said audio 
signal is decomposed to a signal conqxrising N directional components and according to an audio 
signal format comprishig N components, each of said N components representing a direction! 
said N components being imconrelated and said N components being defined according to a 
\pi;forffL <?r gxp^ence-baaed distribution, 

12. (Previously Presented) A method of processing audio signals, wherein said audio 
signals comprising M sub-signals, each of the said M sub-signals comprising N components, 
each of said N components representing a direction; 

wherein said M sub-signals are added to form a sum-signal comprising N sum- 
components, each of said sunx-components representing a direction, each of said sum- 
components being a sum of said M sub-signals corresponding to saidN components. 

13. (Previously Presented) A method of processing audio signals, said audio signals 
comprising M sub-signals, each of said M sub-signals comprising N components, each of said N 
components representing a direction; 

wherein said M sub-signals arc resuhs of a room-sinmlation using room-simulators, 
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whsrein said M sub-signals are added to form a sum-signal comprising N sum- 
components, each of said N sum-components representing a direction^ each of saidN sum- 
components being a sum of said M sub-signals coiresponding to said N compon^s. 

14» (Previously Presented) A method of representmg an audio signal* comprising the 8tep 
of establishing at least two directional signal components, said directional signal components 
being uncozrelated. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of representing an audio signal according to 
claim 14, wherein said auxlio signal is a room processed signal. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 14, further comprising 
combinmg signals established by said method of representing an audio signal, wherein at least 
two audio signals are combined into one signal by means of an adding. 

17. (Cimently Amended) Amethod of decoding M direotiozial components into N 
directional components^ said method comprising | 

transforming M input directional components to N output directional components^ said M 
input directional components representing a room simulated audio signal, said M input 
directional components being uncoitolated; 

wherein said M directional components form an audio signal in accixrdance with an audio 
sit>nal format comprising M components, each of said M components representing a direction- 
said M components being uncorrelated and said M components being define acco Tdinf ^ to a 
uniform or experience-based distribution: and 

wherem said N directional components form an audio sisnal in accordance with an audio 
ri^al fnrmsit comprising N components, each of said N compancnts reDreaentine a direction, 
said N components being uncotrelated and said N components being defined according to a 
uniform or experience-based distribution . 

18. (Previously Presented) A rendering system conqnising: 

at least one input for receiving M directional components; and 
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means for transfomiing said M input direction^ components into N output channels 
according to at least one rsndering method stored in associated storing means, 

19. (Pluvious ly Presented) The rendering system according to claim IS, wherein said 
means for transforming includes a gain matrix. 

20. (Previously Presented) The rendering system according to claim 18, wherein said at 
least one rendering method stored in said storing means is exchanged by means of a suitable 
aoRm^ transmitting and/or receiving inter&ce* 

21 . (Previously Presented) The rendering system according to claim 18» fuittier 
comprising a user interface ad4>ted for selecting at least two different predefined rendoing 
methods stored in said storing means, 

22. (Previously Presented) The rendering system according to claim 18, fiirther 
comprising a set of output channel connectors of which the rendering method defines a subset of 
output channel oonneotors to be activated when applying the tnmsfomiing of said M input 
directional components into N output channels. 

23. (Previously Presented) Amulti*channel data carrier, comprising a plurality of audio 
channels, at least two of said audio channels representing a directional signal with resfpect to a 
virtual listener/reference position. 

24. (Previously Presented) The multi-channel data carrier according to claim 23, wherein 
the audio channels are established independently of a subsequent rendering system. 

25. (Previously Presented) The multi-channel data carrier according to claim 23, wherein 
the number of said audio channels is at least eiglht (8). 

26. (Previously Presented) The multi-channel data carrier according to claim 23, wh^ein 
said at least two of fhe audio channels are uncorrelated. 
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27. (Previously Presented) The znulti-chamiel data carrier according to claim 23, wherein 
said at least two of the audio channels are stored at the data caiiiet in a compressed state. 

28. (Previously Presoated) The audio signal format according to claim 1, wherein the 
number of said N components is at least twenty (20). 

29. (Previously Presented) The multi-chanmel data carrier according to claim 23, wherein 
the number of said audio channels is at least twenty (20). 

30. (New) A method of representing an audio signal^ wherein said audio signal is 
decomposed to a signal comprising N directional components and according to an audio signal 
format comprising N components, each of said N compcments representing a direction, said N 
components being uncorrelated and said N components being defined substantially 

' independently of the intended application of said audio signal. 
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